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Our Lord Jesus in the days of his earthly ministry expressed a great concern for the comprehension of his disciples. Although there were some things that He knew they could not understand until they were baptized in the Holy Spirit, He often questioned them as he taught those things that they could grasp by saying: 

“Do you understand these things?” 

He even expressed concern for the multitudes understanding.

 In Matt.15: 10 it says, “and he called the multitude and said unto them hear and understand”.

There were other occasions when he would sharply rebuke them for expressing ignorance concerning things that they should have known. Mark 8:17 says:

And when Jesus knew it, he saith unto them, Why reason ye, because ye have no bread? perceive ye not yet, neither understand?

In Matthew 15 after he clearly stated what constituted being defiled, Peter perceived it to be a parable and asked Him to explain it. Jesus’ response to him began with a question. He asked,” ARE YOU ALSO YET WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING? DO YE NOT YET UNDERSTAND?
 and then he proceeded to re-educate Peter on something that he should have known. 

There are some things that we should understand by simple observation, and then there are some things that require more than the natural sense to comprehend, such as the things of the Spirit.  Knowing this Jesus said to his disciples in St. John 16:12 

“I HAVE YET MANY THINGS TO SAY UNTO YOU, BUT YE CAN NOT BEAR THEM NOW”. 

By this statement He acknowledged their limitations as unregenerate men. You remember Paul said in 1 Corinthians 2:14 that “THE NATURAL MAN RECEIVES NOT THE THINKGS OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD, FOR THEY ARE FOOLISHNESS UNTO HIM, NEITHER CAN HE KNOW THEM BECAUSE THEY ARE SPIRITUALLY DISCERNED”.  Jesus continued by saying.. “HOWBEIT WHEN, HE THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH IS COME, HE WILL GUIDE YOU INTO ALL TRUTH”. 

(St. John 16:13).

He is here speaking about the new birth experience
.  

Here in our text, Paul is writing to those who had already been baptized in water and filled with the Spirit. How do I know? Eph.1:1…”to the saints which are at Ephesus”.

The only way to become a saint is to repent, be baptized in Jesus Name and Filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38).

Here Paul writes to the saints to inform them of blessings that God has bestowed upon them in order that he might help to elevate their minds above the corruption of this present evil world.

He tells them that we have been blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ;
 that we were chosen in Jesus before the foundation of the world,
 

that we were predestinated unto the adoption of children by Jesus unto himself,

that we were made accepted in the beloved.
 And he reminded them that we have been redeemed and forgiven of our sin,
 and had become the recipients of a divine inheritance. 

In verse 13-14 he says  “after that ye believed you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession…”

In other words, when God gave us his Holy Spirit; that was his down payment to preserve us until he returned to redeem us (our soul), His purchased possession.

Jesus is coming back to redeem from this world what he saved in this world.

In St John 14:2-3 Jesus said…

“In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I     go to prepare a place for you.

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also”.

The Apostle Paul says in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17

“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the        archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

Then we, which are alive and remain, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

But there seems to be a problem, 1 Corinthians 15:50 says:

Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.

What’s the solution?  Paul gives the answer in the verses that follow…

“Behold, I show you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,

in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.”

But before you get to happy, notice that in spite of all the good things in store for us, Paul still felt it necessary to pray for the saints.  In Ephesians 1:15-19 he says..

“Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints, Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers;

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him:

The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,

And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power,”

Why did Paul pray this way? Because he knew that if they failed to comprehend who Jesus was and what God had done for them through Jesus Christ, Satan would rob them of it. And if they failed to comprehend what God expected to receive from them, they would rob God. And if they failed to comprehend the power that God had given them, then the oppression of Satan and the trials of life would discourage, weaken and eventually destroy them. So he prayed often for the saints. 

In Colossians 1:9-11 he prayed:

For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;

That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;

Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness;

The word knowledge here in the Greek, is not simply gnosis but epignosis, which mean “full knowledge”. This means he prayed that they would obtain a deeper knowledge of God’s will. This is evidence that we can and should know God’s will for our lives.

(See also Eph. 5:10; James1:5 and Col. 4:12).

Knowing God’s will for our lives is an important matter but what is even more important is to know God and properly understand His word, since His will is revealed in His word. 
Through the Prophet Jeremiah He says:

Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches:

But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the LORD which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the LORD. Jeremiah 9:22-23

Hosea 4:6

6: My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge….

Rom:10:2: For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge.

Lk:1:3: It seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus,

Lk:24:45: Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures,

Wisdom: the proper application of Knowledge and understanding 

Prov:4:5: Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from the words of my mouth.

Prov:5:1: My son, attend unto my wisdom, and bow thine ear to my understanding:

Prov:7:4: Say unto wisdom, Thou art my sister; and call understanding thy kinswoman:

Prov:4:7: Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding.

Lack of understanding can cause rebellion that is likened to a horse and mule.

Ps 32:9 Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have no understanding: whose mouth must be held in with bit and bridle, 

David recognized the importance of comprehension and sought God for it.

Ps:119:34: Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy law; yea, I shall observe it with my whole heart.

Ps:119:125: I am thy servant; give me understanding, that I may know thy testimonies.

David’s desire to comprehend caused him to acquire more understanding than his teachers.

Ps:119:99: I have more understanding than all my teachers: for thy testimonies are my meditation.

Comprehension produces good character.

Ps:119:104: Through thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every false way.

Understanding comes from God

Prov:2:6: For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.

Understanding comes through human effort

Prov:2:2: So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding;

Prov. 2:3-5 Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding; 

If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures;

Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God.then 

Understanding keep the believer

Prov:2:11: Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee:

Prov:3:13: Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding.

Prov:8:1: Doth not wisdom cry?  and understanding put forth her voice? 

Prov:8:5: O ye simple, understand wisdom: and, ye fools, be ye of an understanding heart.

Prov:9:6: Forsake the foolish, and live; and go in the way of understanding.

Prov:15:21: Folly is joy to him that is destitute of wisdom: but a man of understanding walketh uprightly.

Prov:15:32: He that refuseth instruction despiseth his own soul: but he that heareth reproof getteth understanding.

Prov:16:16: How much better is it to get wisdom than gold!  and to get understanding rather to be chosen than silver!

Prov:16:22: Understanding is a wellspring of life unto him that hath it: but the instruction of fools is folly.

Prov:17:27: He that hath knowledge spareth his words: and a man of understanding is of an excellent spirit.

Prov:17:28: Even a fool, when he holdeth his peace, is counted wise: and he that shutteth his lips is esteemed a man of understanding.

Prov:18:2: A fool hath no delight in understanding, but that his heart may discover itself.

Prov:19:8: He that getteth wisdom loveth his own soul: he that keepeth understanding shall find good.

Prov:24:3: Through wisdom is an house builded; and by understanding it is established:

It is my prayer that God will help you to commit your life to Him so that you will be able to comprehend with all saints the blessings He has for you.
God Bless you as you study God’s word.

� (Mt. 15:16-17,16:9,11, Mk.7:14,8:17,21,Lk.8:10).





� (Matt. 15:16-17)


� Being baptized in Jesus name and filled with the Holy Spirit with the initial evidence of speaking in tongues as the Spirit of God gives the utterance. 


� Eph.1: 3
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� Eph.1:7





